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Statement of Andrew Jones, Chair of the Oglethorpe Plan Coali on 

October 10, 2023 

Re: 503 East Bay St. 

Please reject this proposal because it fundamentally alters the design of our historic Factor’s Walk. 

This proposal is for the inser on of a metal deck along the side of one of the area’s historic bridges. This 
alters the historic character of the bridge, in viola on of the Department of Interior Standards. 

It is very different from the so-called precedents at Vic’s and Co onsail because it completely covers the 
lower lever roadway. From the lower level, the view of sky will be completely blocked. Further, the other 
examples had a history of covering part of the lower level, and this project does not. Here are the 
findings of MPC staff: 

 

 

 

Thus, the proposal before you is precedent se ng. 

It seems that the current genera on is intent on degrading the historic integrity our waterfront, which 
prior genera ons worked so hard to save. On the west end, the Plant Riverside project inserted new 
buildings between the west end of Factors Walk and the river, crea ng a false history and placing some 
of the earliest buildings into a non-historic alley. On the east side, where the 1858 Old Harbor Light used 
to guide ships from the harbor, one can no longer even see the harbor because brand new no-style 
hotels block the view. With this new proposal, we are witnessing the poten al degrada on of everything 
in between. 

The spidery iron bridges that connect Emmet Park to Factor’s Walk are a quintessen al element of 
Factor’s Walk. To fill the space in between them with metal decks fundamentally changes the spa al 
rela onships that define this area.  

Factor’s Walk is recognized as a Character Area under sec on 7.7.11 of the Ordinance, which specifically 
men ons the bridges. 
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Here is a typical view. 

 

You must deny this proposal because it is not visually compa ble with the rhythms and building masses 
of the adjacent visually related contribu ng structures. 

Sec on 7.8.9, the visual compa bility test, includes a considera on of 

 

This proposal violates the historic rhythms of the contribu ng buildings to which it relates visually. 

Your role is to enforce the Protec ons of the Ordinance. Please apply the criteria and deny this project.  

 


